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Welcome!  
 

All are welcomed here. All are welcome 

regardless of race, culture, wealth, poverty, 

political affiliation, age, education level, faith 

tradition, health, (physical, mental, emotional) or 

wounded, LGBTQ+ identity, married, single, 

divorced, widow, or nationality. Nothing 

separates us from God’s love in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

Alleluia 



Order of Worship 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC, WELCOME, AND PRELUDE 
 

PROCLAMATION  

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to 

new life. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the minister gives thanks. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in 

your image and planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert you 

promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water from the 

rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to 

lead us to still waters. At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded 

side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this 

font, and for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, 

and love. Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

HYMN   Christ is Risen! Alleluia!            LBW 131 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head! 

Sing his praises! Alleluia! Christ is risen from the dead! 

Gratefully our hearts adore him as his light once more appears; 

bowing down in joy before him, rising up from griefs and tears. 
 

Refrain: Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head! 

Sing his praises! Alleluia! Christ is risen from the dead! 
 

Christ is risen! All the sadness of our Lenten fast is o'er; 

through the open gates of gladness he returns to life once more; 

death and hell before him bending see him rise, the victor now, 

angels on his steps attending, glory round his wounded brow.  Refrain 
 

Christ is risen! All the sorrow that last evening round him lay 

now has found a glorious morrow in the rising of today. 

See the grave its firstfruits giving, springing up from holy ground; 

he was dead, but now is living; he was lost, but he is found.  Refrain 
 

Christ is risen! Henceforth never death or hell shall us enthrall; 

be we Christ's, in him forever we have triumphed over all. 

All the doubting and dejection of our trembling hearts have ceased; 

hail the day of resurrection! Let us rise and keep the feast.  Refrain 



GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                    Sung in unison 

 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for 

our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us 

from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we 

may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC Resurrection Hymn         
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     

P: Alleluia. Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed. 

C: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 28:1-10 

P:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And 

suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 

descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 

it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as 

snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 
5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you 

are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has 

been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go 

quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and 

indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ 

This is my message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear 

and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them 

and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, 

and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go 

and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

P:   Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   

 

SERMON  

 



HYMN             In Christ Alone1 

In Christ alone my hope is found  

He is my light my strength my song 

This Cornerstone this solid Ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 

What heights of love what depths of peace 

When fears are stilled when strivings cease 

My Comforter my All in All 

Here in the love of Christ I stand 

 

In Christ alone who took on flesh 

Fullness of God in helpless babe 

This gift of love and righteousness 

Scorned by the ones He came to save 

Till on that cross as Jesus died 

The wrath of God was satisfied 

For every sin on Him was laid 

Here in the death of Christ I live 

 

There in the ground His body lay 

Light of the world by darkness slain 

Then bursting forth in glorious Day 

Up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 

For I am His and He is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 

No guilt in life no fear in death 

This is the power of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath 

Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell no scheme of man 

Can ever pluck me from His hand 

Till He returns or calls me home 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

 
1 “In Christ Alone” words & music by Keith Getty | Stuart Townend  
    © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

CCLI License No. 2776109 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people 

of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church the gift of 

women as your witnesses: as preachers, teachers, and leaders (especially). 

Open our ears to their proclamation this day and always. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, 

and the galaxies whirl in glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and 

blend our voices in the song. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict; we set our minds 

on fear and greed rather than on your rule of justice and steadfast love. Build 

up all countries on your cornerstone of peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who mourn. 

Cradle the fearful, the suffering, and the dying, assuring them of your loving 

presence (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Bless the creative and helpful service of worship leaders this day: musicians, 

ushers, greeters, worship assistants, preachers, readers, and all others who 

provide welcome and hospitality in our midst. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the powers of 

evil. We remember those who have died (especially). Inspire us to live our 

lives in this resurrection hope and draw us to you in our final days. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we 

pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The Peace of the Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you! 
 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                    Spoken in Unison 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever.   Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to 

new life, fill you with hope, and turn your mourning into 

dancing. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless 

you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

HYMN   This Easter Celebration2 

This Easter celebration is not like ones we've known. 

We pray in isolation, we sing the hymns alone. 

We're distant from our neighbors — from worship leaders, too. 

No flowers grace the chancel to set a festive mood. 
 

No gathered choirs are singing; no banners lead the way. 

O God of love and promise, where's joy this Easter Day? 

With sanctuaries empty, may homes become the place 

we ponder resurrection and celebrate your grace. 
 

Our joy won't come from worship that's in a crowded room 

but from the news of women who saw the empty tomb. 

Our joy comes from disciples who ran with haste to see — 

who heard that Christ is risen, and then, by grace, believed. 
 

In all the grief and suffering, may we remember well: 

Christ suffered crucifixion and faced the powers of hell. 

Each Easter bears the promise: Christ rose that glorious day! 

Now nothing in creation can keep your love away. 
 

We thank you that on Easter, your church is blessed to be 

a scattered, faithful body that's doing ministry. 

In homes and in the places of help and healing, too, 

we live the Easter message by gladly serving you. 
 

 

 
2 Tune: Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1864 ("The Church's One Foundation") 
Text: Copyright © 2020 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 

Used with permission 



SENDING  

A: Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Alleluia! 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

+          +          +          +          +          +          +          +          +          + 

We Invite You to Connect with Zion! 
 

Join our daily text prayer: Send @1minprayer to 81010 
 

Feel free to text/call Pastor Rob Schmidt with questions, concerns, 

feedback, or to chat at 989-297-1611, or email him at 

freelandpastor@zionfreeland.org  
 

Find us on Facebook! – Two ways to connect! 

PAGE: “Zion Lutheran Church – Freeland PAGE” 

GROUP: “Members and Friends of Zion ELCA in Freeland, MI”  

 

Check out our website at www.zionfreeland.org 
 

Zion Freeland’s office: 989-695-9626 

Our Saviour, Saginaw’s office: 989-799-5470 
 

 


